Directions for the Writing Pre-Assessment – ILC #1

It is likely that this pre-assessment will take more than one class period in order to give students ample time to read the texts and write their essays.  Please do not try to rush through this activity – we are trying to get an accurate idea of how well our students write.  

All teachers are expected to administer this pre-assessment during their 2nd hour class during the week of September 15-19.

Part 1.  Read the texts.

As a class, read the “Write On, Big Reds!” page and discuss the importance of writing as it relates to your content area.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Read the directions aloud (page 2) and answer any questions that arise.

You have a good idea of your students’ reading abilities, so you can decide how you want to approach the reading of the texts.

If you read the texts aloud as a whole group, encourage the students to “talk to the text” and mark up the pages.  Remind them that they should be including specific information from the readings in their essay.  Encourage them to take notes, organize their ideas, and maybe even outline their essay before they write it.

Part 2.  Write the essay.

Give students time to write their essays.  I would suggest a 30-minute window of time for this task, but, again, you’re the best judge of what your students need.


Follow-Up.  Assess the essays using the rubric.

Use the rubric that has been provided to you to score the essays.  This needs to be completed by Friday, September 26.  You will be compensated for 1.5 hours of your time for this task.












