Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6-12
	Grades 6-8
	Grades 9-10
	Grades 11-12

	Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.


	Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.
	Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.

	Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what 

is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories as 

appropriate to achieving purpose; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to 

aiding comprehension.
Skills:

· I can introduce a topic clearly and preview what is to follow.

· I can organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories into an outline or graphic organizer.

· I can use formatting (e.g. headings), graphics (e.g. charts, tables), and multimedia in and with my writing to help readers better understand what I’m explaining.

Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and examples.

Skills:  

· I can choose facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples that help me develop my topic.

Use appropriate and varied transitions to 

create cohesion and clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts.
Skills:

· I can use transitions in the right places to help readers understand the relationships between ideas and concepts in my writing.

Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 

topic.
Skills:

· I can use appropriate and specific language and vocabulary to better inform my reader about my topic.

Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone.

Skills:

· I can write in a formal style.

· I can write in an objective tone throughout a paragraph or essay.

Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented.
Skills:

· I can write a conclusion that supports and wraps up my informative or explanatory paragraph or essay.


	Introduce a topic and organize ideas, 

concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to 

aiding comprehension.
Skills:

· I can introduce a topic clearly and preview what is to follow.

· I can organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions.

· I can use formatting (e.g. headings), graphics (e.g. charts, tables), and multimedia in and with my writing to help readers better understand what I’m explaining.

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, 

and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples appropriate to the 

audience’s knowledge of the topic.
Skills:  

· I can choose relevant and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or information and examples that help me develop my topic.
· I can choose relevant and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or information and examples that align with my audience’s knowledge of my topic.
Use varied transitions and sentence structures 

to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts.
Skills:

· I can use a variety of transitions in my writing.

· I can write sentences that vary in length and complexity.

· I can use transitions in the right places and in the right ways to help readers understand the relationships between ideas and concepts in my writing.
Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to manage the complexity of 

the topic and convey a style appropriate to 

the discipline and context as well as to the 

expertise of likely readers.
Skills:

· I can use appropriate and specific language and vocabulary to better inform my reader about my topic.
· I can use language that matches the complexity of my topic.

· I can use language that conveys a style that matches the discipline and context as well as the expertise levels of my readers.
Establish and maintain a formal style and 

objective tone while attending to the norms 

and conventions of the discipline in which they 

are writing.
Skills:

· I can write in a formal style.

· I can write in an objective tone throughout an essay.
· I can write in a way that matches the norms and conventions of the discipline in which I am writing.
Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic)
Skills:

· I can write a conclusion that supports and wraps up my informative or explanatory essay.
· I can address the implications or significance of my topic in my concluding remarks.

	Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, 

concepts, and information so that each new 

element builds on that which precedes it to 

create a unified whole; include formatting 

(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension.
Skills:

· I can introduce a topic clearly and preview what is to follow.

· I can organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions.
· I can organize my essay so that all of the parts build on one another to create a clear, unified explanation.
· I can use formatting (e.g. headings), graphics (e.g. charts, tables), and multimedia in and with my writing to help readers better understand what I’m explaining.

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the 

most significant and relevant facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples appropriate to 

the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
Skills:  

· I can choose the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or information and examples that help me develop my topic.
· I can choose the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or information and examples that align with my audience’s knowledge of my topic.
Use varied transitions and sentence structures 

to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among 

complex ideas and concepts.
Skills:

· I can use a variety of transitions in my writing.

· I can write sentences that vary in length and complexity.

· I can use transitions in the right places and in the right ways to help readers understand the relationships between complex ideas and concepts in my writing.
Use precise language, domain-specific 

vocabulary and techniques such as metaphor, 

simile, and analogy to manage the complexity 

of the topic; convey a knowledgeable stance 

in a style that responds to the discipline and 

context as well as to the expertise of likely 

readers.
Skills:

· I can use appropriate and specific language and vocabulary to better inform my reader about my topic.
· I can use language that matches the complexity of my topic.

· I can use language that conveys a style that matches the discipline and context as well as the expertise levels of my readers.

· I can use literary techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to convey complex topics.

· I can write in a way that matches the norms and conventions of the discipline in which I am writing.
Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation provided (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic)

Skills:

· I can write a conclusion that supports and wraps up my informative or explanatory essay.
· I can address the implications or significance of my topic in my concluding remarks.

	Possible Formative Assessments (checkpoints throughout ILC) – can use parts of rubric to assess
· Write a topic sentence and introduction for an informative/explanatory text.

· Outline an informative/explanatory text – one you’ll write or one you read
· Create a chart or graph that helps explain a topic (or other type of graphic).

· Write a conclusion for an informative/explanatory text.
      Other ideas?


Instructional Learning Cycles for 2014-15 – Writing Informative/Explanatory Texts
Goal from School Improvement Plan:  Student proficiency will increase by 25 percent in reading and writing on the spring 2015 ELA MME and MEAP assessments.

	ILC #1 – September 15-October 17, 2014

Skills:  Generating an outline, writing a topic sentence, writing an introduction 



	Week
	Learning goals & activities
	Learning strategies & activities
	Evidence to be collected / 
Formative assessments



	1

Sept. 15-19
	Pre-Assessment
Share standard with students – explain that they’ll be learning how to do each part of the standard and, by the end of the semester, they’ll be able to write a good explanation of something – see what kinds of experiences they’ve already had with this type of writing

Also:  share rubric with students, refer to it throughout ILCs
	Clearly define/display/review content and language objectives (as they relate to the standard)

Building background
	Pre-assessments - scored using “Focus,” “Development,” and “Audience” parts of rubric

Teacher survey (online)



	2

Sept. 22-26
	Reading for comprehension / Note-taking

Organization of thoughts/ideas to be included in written explanation: 

I can choose facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples that help me develop my topic.
I can organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories into an outline or graphic organizer.
	
	

	3

Sept. 29-Oct. 3
	Writing an outline

Organization of thoughts/ideas to be included in written explanation:  

I can choose facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples that help me develop my topic.

I can organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories into an outline or graphic organizer.

	
	

	4

Oct. 6-10
	Writing an outline, continued…


	
	Student work samples:  Outline (low, medium, high), plus your content and language objectives for the lesson

	5

Oct. 13-17
	Writing a topic sentence

I can introduce a topic clearly and preview what is to follow.


	
	

	6

Oct. 20-24
	Writing an introduction

I can introduce a topic clearly and preview what is to follow.


	
	

	7

Oct. 27-31
	
	
	


	ILC #2 – November 3-December 19, 2014

Skills:  Creating charts & graphs (or other graphics) to support writing, writing a conclusion



	Week
	Learning goals & activities
	Learning strategies & activities
	Evidence to be collected / 
Formative assessments



	1

Nov. 3-7
	Formative Assessment:  Outline of an informative/explanatory text, plus an introduction (including topic sentence)
	
	Outline and introduction – scored using “Focus” and “Development” parts of rubric


	2

Nov. 10-14
	
	
	

	3

Nov. 17-21
	Creation of graphic to support a written explanation or informational text

I can use formatting (e.g. headings), graphics (e.g. charts, tables), and multimedia in and with my writing to help readers better understand what I’m explaining.

Examples:  Step-by-step sequence for how to solve an equation (including arrows or other figures to help reader understand process); graph of opinions about an issue in a social studies class; flowchart to show a process like writing an essay, dissecting a frog, throwing a ball

	
	Student work samples:  Graphic to support writing (low, medium, high), plus your content and language objectives for the lesson

	4

Nov. 24-28
	Creation of graphic, continued…

	
	

	5

Dec. 1-5
	Writing a conclusion

I can write a conclusion that supports and wraps up my informative or explanatory essay.
I can address the implications or significance of my topic in my concluding remarks.

	
	

	6

Dec. 8-12
	Review the standard and skills learned throughout the two ILCs - let students know that they will have an opportunity to showcase their skills next week 

Review the rubric with students – explain how it’s used to grade

	
	Exit tickets: Describe the main parts of an informative or explanatory text (low, medium, high), plus your content and language objectives for the lesson

	7

Dec. 15-19
	Post-Assessment (same as pre-assessment)
	
	Post-assessments – scored using scored using “Focus,” “Development,” and “Audience” parts of rubric

Teacher survey (online)




	ILC #3 – February 2-March  13, 2015
Skills:  Developing a topic with relevant facts, definitions, etc.; Vocabulary/word choice


	Week
	Learning Goals & Activities
	Learning Strategies
	Evidence/Formative Assessments
	Connections to PLCs

	1

Feb. 2-6
	Pre-test – similar to first semester
Review standard and rubric with students – explain that they will be getting even better at writing a good explanation of something


	
	Pre-tests – scored using whole rubric
Teacher survey (online)
	2/2 staff meeting:  Overview of ILC #3
1.5 hours paid to score pre-tests on own by Friday, February 13

	2

Feb. 9-13
	Develop the topic
I can choose relevant and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or information and examples that help me develop my topic.

	
	
	

	3

Feb. 16-20
	
	
	
	2/17 PLC:  Analysis of results from pre-tests – compare with first semester results, revisions of improvement/proficiency targets

	4

Feb. 23-27


	Vocabulary and word choice to develop a topic
I can use appropriate and specific language and vocabulary to better inform my reader about my topic.

	
	
	

	5

March 2-6
	I can use language that matches the complexity of my topic.

I can use language that conveys a style that matches the discipline and context as well as the expertise levels of my readers.

	
	
	3/2 staff meeting: Mindsets, continued
3/4 & 3/5 PD - ???

	6

March 9-13
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	3/17 PLC:  Examination of student work from ILC #3, set goals for ILC #4

	

	ILC #4 – April 13-May 22, 2015

Skills:  Transitions between paragraphs


	Week
	Learning Goals & Activities
	Learning Strategies
	Evidence/Formative Assessments
	Connections to PLCs

	1

April 13-17
	Formative assessment:
	
	Short essay to be scored only using part of the rubric – development, language & style
	4/13 staff meeting:  Overview of ILC #4
1.5 hours paid to score formative assessments on own by Friday, April 24


	2

April 20-24
	Transitions
I can use transitions in the right places to help readers understand the relationships between ideas and concepts in my writing.


	
	
	

	3

April 27-May 1
	Re-write essay from formative assessment, have students score their own from the rubric and compare to their original score, discuss changes that should be made to make it a stronger piece of writing
	
	
	4/28 PLC:  Analysis of formative assessment data

	4

May 4-8


	Transitions, continued…
I can use a variety of transitions in my writing.

I can write sentences that vary in length and complexity.


	
	
	5/4 staff meeting:  iCollaborate observation tool

	5

May 11-15
	
	
	
	

	6

May 18-22
	Post-test (same as pre-test) – administer on Monday or Tuesday so we can have samples for May 19 PLC meeting
	
	
	5/19 PLC:  Practice scoring student work with a rubric – use post-test samples from first semester – compare pre- and post-test results
1.5 hours paid to score post-tests on own by Friday, May 29


	
	
	
	
	


10

